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LIFE Belini

Belgian initiative for making a
good status in the river basin
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Project title: LIFE Belini

RBMP targeted: 2" RBMP of the Scheldt (20162021), incl. the FRMP, for the
three regions involved (Flanders, Brussels & the Walloon Region)

Beneficiary/ ies: 8 partners
(VMM, LBBE, SPW, VBR, VLM,
Vivaqua, DVW, De Watergroep)

Tot al Budget: 0 18.111. 366
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Interregionalcooperation

A Three RiveBasinManagementPlansfor the Scheldt Flanders
BrusselsWalloon Region; incl. FloodRisk ManagemenPlans

A In executionof the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)

A Water not bound by administrative boundaries
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DyleSenneDemer as pilot

A 8 partners,distributed amongthe three regionsworking for a good
ecologicalstatustogether

=== Dyle/Dijle basin
s Démer/Demer basin
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o) \Water quality. nitrate pollution

A Nitrate too high ingroundwaterand ’ Nitrates
drinking water

wv

A Istopicstudy revealedcomlexsituation
A No clear spatial variation ) A
A Manure (younger water) + sewage (older water)- A

I ~
o

oncentration (mg/l)

A Groundwater model will not have added ,| =~
Val u e 1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016

A Stakeholder consultation> action plan
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o) Water quality; pollutants

A Heavymetals, PAHpil together with SS
end up infivers and nature areashy
runoff from roads

A RevisedUWWTDc 2033 !

A Impactfor the 1Jsevalley from highways
shown

Almplementinga solution in Belini (pilot)
A Worksstarted in August 2025

A Relatedaction by Leefmilieu Brussel
(study.¢ urban runoff roofs)

A‘Nétworking: RRRAquatuur, StopUP
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Hydromorphologyrestorlng
INRA G S N\Ecﬁ@falctardzNJ f

‘ A Solvefish migration
barriers

@xﬁ A Restoreriver banks

AL

A Createextrariver
lenght

A Increasesuitable
habitats for fish and
vegetation

AD22R SO2ft23A0I{ HPlyschaiza
(Work Session Innovation/digitalizationday 2, ELMQO)

A Increase buffer capacity
A Example pic.: Molenbeek (Senne)

A Integrated approach (Work Session Finaneesy 2,
Land Development)
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=== A Solvefish migration barriers
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A Dyle4th arm - > 1,60 cm height difference
(weir) is now bypassed by 23 steps of 7 cm
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@ Quantity. b 2 w !

/ﬁ\ Ab 2 w ! Qoéuq Brancart Gaesbecg
CafeniereA

1@\—:,&Workwith LIFE BNIRear Val duCoeurq

~ A Natural flood plains with more than ~~ §
opn®ann Yw 2F oI 0SS K
valley .

A Restore ecology, biodiversity, recreational
value (ecosystem service based approach)
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@ Quantity. remeandering

4\
A

_ A 1st meander of 30 meandemslonga 33

@\_‘* km stretch

A By spring 2025, seven additional
meanders will be created between
Betekomand Werchter (Sigmaworks)

A Diest, Demer, Vinkenberg

VDe Vlaamse
. _~Waterweg™
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Impactby monitoringand
Indicators

=300
Number of metres of rivers recpened =1.000
Number of met
Nurmnber of fish migration barriers resclved

Number of square metre green space created > 45.000

Number of square metres of natural ponds constructed > 24.000

f additional

Biodiversity- number of species cbserved =1.000

Number of met footpaths created

Number of public events organised
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SomelLlFEchallenges

A Changesluring the long lifetime of an integrated project which surpass
political terms

A Changedramework 2 Fworkingé

A Changes in stakeholders interest

A Difficulties/strong delaysin proceduregelated to permits

A Increasein budget: Covid, war>causedan overallincreasein 20%costs
A Overall budget deficit> risk ofreduceto day-to-daywork
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Butmanynecessary
opportunities

A The LIFEhtegrated programallowsto work on largerinvestmentprojects
that often take 6 to 8years

A LIFBprojectsoffer a platform to developbestpractices

A LIFEllowsto work both horizontally and vertically between and within
organisations(crosssectoral bottom-up andtop-down)

A LIFEllowsto innovate by pilots that go beyondthe regularday-to-day work
of organisationstaking into accountfuture challenges

A LIFE IP suppor@nd accelerateghe formation of new coalitionsin larger
scaleandlocal stakeholdernetworks

A LIFE IBucceedsn setting aclearobjectiveswithin the framework directives
that surpassoolitical mandates whichthan againmay be challenging

A LIFE IRleliversoxygento organisationsworking on water, natureand climate
objectivesin times of budget deficits

A LIFE IRllowsto respondto changes (20% flexibility) amendmentpossibility
within the objectivesof the legislationalframework of implementation
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25 COUNTRIES ARE CURRENTLY EXPOSED TO EXTREMELY HIGH
WATER STRESS ANNUALLY

BASELINE WATER STRESS . I

Extremely high High Medium-high Low-medium Arid and low
(>80%) (40-80%) (20-40%) (10-20%) (<10%) water use

.

Source: wriorg/aqueduct. &= AQUEDUCT @ WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE

https://www.weforum.org/storiesf2023/08countries-extremelyhigh-water-stress/
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