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LIFE CONNECTS and Improve Aquatic LIFE

• 7 rivers

• 7 partners

• 8.7 M EUR

• 2019-2026 (2028?)

• 150 restoration activities

• 19 cathment areas

• 3 coastal areas

• 17 partners

• 34.2 M EUR

• 2024-2031

• 350 restoration activities



Background: water situation in Sweden
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Historical wetlands Todays situation for wetlands

Background: situation for wetlands



NBS: restoring hydrological regime

Before
After

Improving resilience to climate change
– i.e. flooding and drought

Rewetting of 700 
hectar bogs and 

mires

Restore 40 hectar
wetlands

Remove 100 
barriers



Dams in Sweden

Background: dams in Sweden

Status Connectivity



Proposed measures database

www.viss.lst.se

• Restore wetlands

• Remove barriers

• Habitat restoration

• Rewetting of bogs and mires

• Restore lowered lake

• Restore floodplains

• Measures to prevent urban run-off

• Waste water treatment

• ……..

http://www.viss.lst.se/


Marieberg, Mörrumsån



Proposed measures database

www.viss.lst.se

• Restore wetlands

• Remove barriers

• Habitat restoration

• Rewetting of bogs and mires

• Restore lowered lake

• Restore floodplains

• Measures to prevent urban run-off

• Waste water treatment

• ……..

http://www.viss.lst.se/


Habitat restoration



Prioritization

• Restore wetlands

• Remove barriers

• Habitat restoration

• Rewetting of bogs and mires

• Restore lowered lake

• Restore floodplains

• Measures to prevent urban run-off

• Waste water treatment

• ……..

• Restore wetlands

• Remove barriers

• Habitat restoration

• Rewetting of bogs and mires

• Restore lowered lake

• Restore floodplains
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• Waste water treatment

• ……..



Source to sea – fish migration



Target species

• Mussels

• Lamprey

• Salmon

• Eelgrass

The complex lifecycle of mussels.

Removal of barriers



Synergies

Removal of barriers

WFD
Good ecological status 

connectivity

Removal of barriers

HD/NRL
Good condition of 

freshwater habitat types

Removal of barriers

BS 2030
25.000 km free flowing

rivers



Contradicting critera
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Status during removal of migration barrier 



The LIFE projects are funded through EU and project partners. The author is responsible of the content in this presentation. The European Commission or beneficiaries do not necessarily have the same opinion.

Thank you!
ww.lifeconnects.se www.improveaquaticlife.se
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